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energy; he came into power after the General Election of
1868; and he entered on the path of reform for Ireland, which
he has ever since followed wherever it has led.
The ensuing period was one of immense change in Ireland,
political, social and economic; it is not comprised in this brief
narrative. History will have to pronounce hereafter on the
nature and tendencies of the policy since adopted or proposed
in Irish affairs.
It remains for us, however, to say a few words on the general
condition of Ireland since the Union.    The hopes of Pitt have
not been fully realised; Ireland is not wholly one in heart with
Great Britain; she has not made the material progress which
Pitt expected.   The old divisions in her social structure con-
tinue ; Catholic and Protestant Ireland remain apart, separated
by profound distinctions of race and faith.    If Protestant
Ireland  is  loyal  to   the   State   and   the   Union,   and  so
is the Irish Catholic upper class, a large part of Catholic
Ireland is not;  it is not   bound to   England in genuine
sympathy.     Ireland is still infinitely behind Great Britain
in all that constitutes civilised life; she is still the weak and
distorted member of the Three Kingdoms.    And it would be
vain to deny that legislation and administration for Ireland
have been, sometimes, ill conceived; that more than one
measure passed by the Imperial Parliament had done veal, nay,
great mischief, and that the' system pursued at the Castle has
been, in some respects, mistaken; above all, it must be ad-
mitted, that" several Irish reforms, of supreme importance, have
been deferred, and, especially, have been often too late.   Irish
interests have been repeatedly postponed to give place to
English and Scotch questions; Ireland has been made the
stalking-horse of British party;   and the great majority of
British statesmen have found it very difficult to understand
to minister to her wants, to comprehend her ideas.   If
of .the Irish soil have obtained immense advan-